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	To:
	Pro Bono Committee for Military Veterans & Service Members

	From:
	Brian D. Trulock 

	Date:
	August 4, 2008

	Subject:
	Minutes for July 22, 2008 Meeting 


Committee Members Present: Charles Ruffin; Donna Barwick; Douglas Shelton; Eric Ballinger; Jason Wodogaza; Jeffrey Bramlett; M. Jerome Elmore; Michael Holcomb; Myles Eastwood; Marc Davis; Linton Johnson; Marcia Parker

I. Introductions

II. Reports on Previously Discussed Matters

a. Similar Program Information

i. Donna Barwick spoke with the representative from North Carolina Bar regarding its pro bono program.  Representative provided advice in several areas based on their experiences:

1. Ensure that we identify the unmet legal needs at the outset.

2. Ensure we are crystal clear regarding the criteria for access to the services provided by the project.

3. Try to put in a place a system for tracking the number of individuals who actually utilize the program.

ii. One of the biggest problems experienced in North Carolina is that many of the servicemembers with unmet needs reside in rural areas while many of the volunteers reside and work in urban centers.  Therefore, it is sometimes difficult to match volunteers with potential clients.

iii. Eric Ballinger spoke with representative from Oregon

1. Oregon does not have any large military installations, therefore its program serves the National Guard and activated reservists.  

2. They provide a referral list to the judge advocate, and the judge advocate has the responsibility of making the matches.

3. Oregon provides the necessary training and CLE materials on-line.

b. Update on list of Georgia military installations and points of contact

i. The list has all POC's for legal assistance and SJA's for Army and Navy in Georgia

ii. Bobby Shannon will provide briefing on POC's for National Guard

iii. An e-mail survey will be sent to the POC's to gather their opinions regarding the unmet needs of servicemembers in Georgia.  Additionally, they will be invited to participate in future meetings to help us identify unmet needs.  

III. New Business

a. Power Point by Brian Trulock

i. Identified the levels of service that servicemembers have access to depending on their mobilization status.  

ii. Demonstrated that unmet needs often depend on servicemembers mobilization status.

b. Discussion of Kent Shelton Letter

i. Purpose of letter is to help us focus the direction of this committee

ii. Insure that our vision is focused in the following areas

1. Identifying the specific individuals we intend to serve (e.g. active duty, reservists, servicemembers in pre or post mobilization status, veterans)

2. Identifying the specific areas in which we intend those individuals (e.g. all areas or limited to SCRA and USERRA issues)

iii. Kent will be in charge of creating a mission statement to help us guide our future efforts.

c. Presentation by Marcia Parker

i. Marcia is the director of Legal Assistance at Ft. Gillem.

ii. Marcia provided a brief on the services provided by the Legal Assitance office and the limits of their capabilities.

iii. Advised that an ELAP program would not be of significant benefit because they do not have the staffing to handle matters in court.  They would prefer a more efficient referral system to assist in handling cases requiring in court representation.

d. Presentation by Marc Davis

i. Advised that Traumatic Brain Injury and PTSD are the two signature injuries of this conflict.

ii. He is actively involved in the Brain Injury Association of Georgia.

iii. Brain and Spinal Cord Injury Trust fund can provide some benefits to servicemembers with such injuries ( Lawyers, however, must be trained to apply for grants from this trust. 

iv. Lynn Adams with coordinate efforts to establish liaison with this organization and the Georgia Medical Association.   







