Suggestions for CE presentation at Senior Nutrition Sites on



ECONOMIC STIMULUS PAYMENTS

1. View the webcast on ESP’s from 8/27/2008.  Go to www.GeorgiaAdvocates.org.  Click on “Calendar”.  Go to 8/27.  The program is approximately 30 minutes long.

2. Review the materials available on line.  The best handout or flyer is probably the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities (www.cbpp.org).  Click on “economic stimulus” .  Click on “outreach material”.  

3. Check the county by county listing for the county where you will be doing the CE session.  You’ll find the number of SS and VA recipients the IRS has determined are likely eligible for the ESP for tax year 2007, but who have not filed.  Include that number in your presentation.

4. Your CE session has a dual focus.  First, to provide enough specific information so that a senior can file a federal tax return on their own.   Second, to let the seniors know about other groups who are doing special outreach to assist seniors and others that may qualify for the ESP for 2007.

5. Emphasize the deadline of OCTOBER 15, 2008.  If people do not file a return by that date, they lose their ability to get an ESP for 2007.


The Who/What/Where/When & Why of 



Economic Stimulus Payments 







    for 2007

1. WHO qualifies for ESP’s? 

 People who receive Social Security, veterans and Railroad Retirement benefits can qualify IF they received at least $3,000 in 2007 of these benefits, or in combination with any earned income for that year.


Normally, certain Social Security, Railroad Retirement, and veterans benefits are not subject to income tax.  Therefore, these people do not HAVE TO file a federal income tax return, BUT, in order to get their ESP for 2007, they must file an abbreviated federal tax return.


Some people with VERY low income from working in 2007  DO NOT HAVE TO file a federal tax return, BUT, in order to get their ESP for 2007, they must file an abbreviated federal tax return.


SSI benefits are NOT included in the minimum $3,000 calculation, AND…


You must have a valid Social Security number, and not be listed as a dependent on someone else’s return.
2. WHAT do you get?  

 In most cases, payments will range from $300 to $600 for individuals, and $600 to $1200 for married couples filing jointly.  Taxpayers can also receive $300 for each qualifying child (under 17 years of age as of 12/31/2007). 
3. WHERE can you get help with filing a tax return?

Georgia AARP has a special 20-site blitz planned for September 

9th, 10th, and 11th, 2008.  Check the listing of sites to see if one is going to be taking place near you.  

If there is no site near you, and you have access to a computer 
and the internet, you may be able to utilize: 
www.benefitscheckup.org.  Click on “Stimulus Payments”. 

The website can be used by anyone who qualifies for an ESP.  You do not have to be elderly to use it.  The only people who should probably not use the website are anyone with children under 17 years old.  The website is not set up to provide the extra $300 for qualifying children. 

Next, gather together your W-2 forms for 2007 ( if you worked); your 1099-SSA ( if you received Social Security benefits); your 1099-RRB ( if you received Railroad Retirement benefits; and any information about veterans benefits (disability compensation, pension or survivors benefits from the Department of Veterans Affairs ).  You can estimate your annual amount by multiplying your monthly benefits by 12.  

The benefits checkup website is set up to allow you to enter your information, and have it printed out on a Form 1040 – federal tax return.


AARP, in connection with the Atlanta Prosperity Campaign, is also conducted a special concentrated effort to help people who want help with filing in 20 different sites throughout Georgia in early September.  Check to see if the area you are doing the CE in is near one of these special sites.  Also see the attached “Where to turn/What to do” guide for more information about how to claim your ESP if you are under 65 years old.

WHEN?  


You must file an abbreviated federal tax return by OCTOBER 15, 2008 in order to receive your ESP for 2007.  If you do not, you lose it.

WHY?


With heating, gas, and food prices soaring, the Economic Stimulus Payment represents a crucial financial benefit for many seniors, people with disabilities, and low income workers.  
HOW will this affect my Supplemental Security Income (SSI), Food Stamps, Medicare, Medicaid?  It will not have an adverse impact.

The IRS estimates that there are 167,264 Georgians who receive Social Security &/or Veterans benefits, but who have NOT as yet filed a federal income tax return to collect their ESP for 2007.  The total unclaimed payments this represents:  $50,179,200!!!!!


Of those 167,264, far and away the largest group - 107,048 are 65 years of age or older.   

