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Do not rely solely on this Index for citation purposes.  Please report any errors to:

Anita D. Trotter

Assistant District Attorney

Office of Child Support Services

Mountain Judicial Circuit 

Email: adtrotter@dhr.state.ga.us

Phone:  (706) 754-9100 

October 2006

INDEX TO
NEW CHILD SUPPORT GUIDELINES

(All Citations are to O.C.G.A. 19-6-15)

Ability of CP to provide minimal support/basic necessities
     Deviation cannot impair (i)(1)(C)
     Self-support reserve cannot impair (i)(2)(B)(i) and (iii)
Adequacy of Child Support Amount
     Review of agreements by court (c)(5)
Adjusted Child Support Obligation
     Calculation of (h); (b)(6)
     Defined (a)(1)
Adjusted Income, defined (a)(2)
Adjustments to Child Support Obligation (h)
     Health Insurance Premiums (h)(2)(A-B); (b)(6)
     Work Related Child Care Costs (h)(1)(A-F); (b)(6)
Adjustments to Gross Income (f)     
     Preexisting Orders (f)(5)(B); (b)(2)(B)
     Priority of (f)(5)(D)
     Self-employment and Medicare taxes (f)(5)(A)
     Theoretical child support orders (f)(5)(A)
Agreement contrary to presumptive amount (c)(5)
Alimony
     Deviation for (i)(2)(G)
     Received from non-parties; included in gross income   (f)(1)(A)(xx) 
Annuity Income
     Included in Gross Income (f)(1)(A)(xi) 
Applicability of Guidelines (c)(1)
Armed Services members
     Basic Allowance for Housing and Subsistence (f)(1)(C)
     Not subject to determination of willful and voluntary unemployment or underemployment 

(f)(4)(D)(vi)(IV) 
     Variable housing allowance (f)(1)(C)
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Arrearages
     Not forgiven upon rehearing in imputed income case (f)(4)(C)
     Payment on
          Not affected by self-support reserve (i)(2)(B)(iv)
          Not considered payment on preexisting order (f)(5)(B)(v)
Assets used for support of the family
     Included in Gross Income (f)(1)(A)(xxi) 
Attorney’s fees, costs and expenses
     Failure to exercise visitation (k)(5)
     Modification (k)(5)
Attributable Income (f)(1)(A)

Basic Allowance for Housing and Subsistence (f)(1)(C)   
Basic Child Support Obligation
     Defined (a)(3)
     Pro Rata Share of; calculation (b)(5)
     Table (b)(4)
Best Interest of the Child Standard
     Basis for Adjustment to Gross Income for Qualified Children (f)(5)(C ) 
     Basis to Increase Presumptive Amount of Child Support (c)(1)
     Deviations (b)(8)
     Grounds for Nonspecific Deviation (i)(3)
     Modification (k)(4)
     Mortgage Deviation consideration (i)(2)(H)
     Theoretical Child Support Orders (f)(5)(C) 
Bonuses
     Gross Income, included in (f)(1)(A)(iv) 
     Variable Income, calculation of (f)(1)(D)
Business Expenses (See also “Ordinary and Reasonable Expenses” herein)
     Defined (f)(1)(B)(i-ii)

Calculation of child support, procedure (b)
Capital Gains
     Included in Gross Income (f)(1)(A)(xii) 
Change of Circumstances
     Modification action (k)(4)
Child
     Defined (a)(4)
Child and Dependent Care Tax Credit
     Deviation for (i)(2)(E)
Child for whom child support is owed
     Standing to enforce order (e)
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Child Rearing Special Expenses
     Deviation for (i)(2)(J)(ii)
     Must exceed 7% of Basic Child Support Obligation (i)(2)(J)(ii)
Child Support Enforcement Agency
     Defined (a)(5)
Child Support Obligation Table (o)

Defined (a)(6)
Child Support payments for child of another relationship 
     Excluded from Gross Income (f)(2)(A)
Child Support Worksheet (See “Worksheet” herein)
Circumstances of Parties
     Basis to Increase Presumptive Amount of Child Support (c)(1)
     Mortgage Deviation consideration (i)(2)(H)
Civil Action Judgments
     Gross Income, included in (f)(1)(A)(xvi)
Combined Adjusted Income
     Calculation of (b)(3)
     Defined (a)(7)
Commissions
     Gross Income, included in (f)(1)(A)(ii)    
     Variable Income, calculation of gross income (f)(1)(D)
Court
     Defined (a)(8)
     Discretion (See “Discretion of Court” herein)
Custodial Parent
     Defined (a)(9)

Definitions (a)
Dental Insurance
     Deviation for (i)(2)(C)
Depreciation
     Not included in ordinary and necessary expenses (f)(1)(B)(ii)
Deviations 
     Adjustment of child support based upon (c)(1)      
     Alimony (i)(2)(G)
     Calculation of Final Child Support Order (b)(9)
     CP ability to provide minimal support/basic necessities; cannot impair (i)(1)(C)
     Child and Dependent Care Tax Credit (i)(2)(E)
     Child Rearing Special Expenses (i)(2)(J)(ii)
          Must exceed 7% of Basic Child Support Obligation (i)(2)(J)(ii)
     Defined (a)(10)
     Discretion of Court (i)(1)(A)
     Educational expenses, extraordinary (i)(2)(J)(i)
     Extracurricular Activities (i)(2)(J)(ii)
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Deviations (cont.)
     Extraordinary Expenses (i)(2)(J)
     Foster care plan for child (i)(2)(I)
     Grounds for (i)
     Insurance
          Life (i)(2)(D)
          Vision or Dental (i)(2)(C) 
     Jury Determination
          Generally (c)(4); (i)(1)(B)
          Modification (k)(4)
          Special Interrogatory (c)(4); (i)(1)(B)
     List of (b)(8); (i)(2)(A-K)
     Medical expenses, extraordinary (i)(2)(J)(iii)
     Minimal support/basic necessities
          Cannot impair CP ability to provide (i)(1)(C)
          Self-support reserve for NCP cannot impair CP ability to provide (i)(2)(B)(i) and (iii)
     Modification when deviation circumstances cease to exist (i)(3)
     Mortgage Costs (i)(2)(H)
     Nonspecific (i)(3)
     Parenting Time (i)(2)(K)
     Permanency or Foster Care Plan (i)(2)(I)
     Presumptive Amount of Child Support
          Effect upon (b)(8)
     Schedule E (b)(8)
     Self-support Reserve (i)(2)(B)(i-v)
          Cannot impair CP ability to provide minimal support/basic necessities (i)(2)(B)(i) and (iii)
     Specific (i)(2)
     Travel Expenses
          Special Child Rearing expenses (i)(2)(J)(ii)
          Visitation related (i)(2)(F)
     Written Findings of Fact required in order (c)(2)(E); (i)(1)(B)
Disability Benefits (See Social Security Benefits)
Discretion of Court
     Adjustment to Gross Income for Theoretical Child Support order (f)(5)(C)
     Deviations (i)(1)(A)
     Generally (d)
     Modification due to Involuntary Loss of Income (j)(3)
     Phase in of New Child Support Award 
          Generally (k)(3)(A-B)
          Involuntary Loss of Income (j)(3)
     Qualified Child Adjustment (f)(5)(C)
     Theoretical Child Support Orders (f)(5)(C)
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Dividends
     Gross Income; Included in (f)(1)(A)(ix)    
     Variable Income, calculation of (f)(1)(D)
Divorce cases
     Guidelines not applicable if no minor children (c)(2)
Duration of Child Support Obligation (e)

Economic Standard of Living
     State policy regarding children of unmarried parents (c)(1)
Educational Expenses, extraordinary
     Deviation for (i)(2)(J)(i)
Employee Benefits not included in Gross Income (f)(1)(C)
Exclusions from Gross Income (f)(2)(A-C)
Extracurricular Activities
     Deviation for (i)(2)(J)(ii)
Extraordinary Expenses
     Deviation for (i)(2)(J)
          Educational Expenses (i)(2)(J)(i)
          Child Rearing (i)(2)(J)(ii)
          Medical (i)(2)(J)(iii)

Final Child Support Order  
     Attachments to
          Worksheets and Schedule E (m)(1)
     Calculation of (b)(9)
     Defined (a)(11)
     Findings Required in
          Alimony Deviation (i)(2)(G)
          Date of Initial Order in modification action (f)(5)(B)(ii) 
          Deviations, generally (c)(2)(E); (i)(1)(B)(i-iii)
          Generally (c)(2)(A-G)
          Gross Income (c)(2)(C)
          Health care needs of child (h)(2)(B)(iii)
          Health Insurance Availability (c)(2)(D)
          Modification
               Basis for (k)(4) 
               Date of Initial Order (f)(5)(B)(ii) 
          Parenting Time Deviation (c)(2)(F); (i)(2)(K)(i)
          Rejection of Agreement if findings missing (c) (5)
          Self-support Reserve Deviation (i)(2)(B)(v)
          Social Security Benefits (f)(3)(E)

Uninsured Health Care Expenses (c)(2)(G)
Findings of Fact Required in Child Support Order (See “Final Child Support Order/Findings 

Required in” herein)
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Food Stamps
     Excluded from Gross Income (f)(2)(B)(ii)
Foster care plan for child
     Deviation for (i)(2)(I)
Fringe Benefits
     Included in Gross Income (f)(1)(C)

Gifts
     Included in Gross Income (f)(1)(A)(xvii) 
Gross Income
     Alimony received from non-parties (f)(1)(A)(xix)
     Attributable Income (f)(1)(A)
     Bonuses
          Gross Income, included in (f)(1)(A)(iv)  
          Variable Income, calculation of (f)(1)(D)
      Commissions 
          Gross Income, included in (f)(1)(A)(ii) 
          Variable Income, calculation of (f)(1)(D)          Defined (a)(12)

Determination by Jury (c)(4); (k)(4)
Dividends (f)(1)(D)

          Variable Income, calculation of (f)(1)(D)
        Gross Income, included in (f)(1)(A)(ix) 
      Evidence of; Failure to Produce (f)(4)

Exclusions from (f)(2)(A-C)
Fringe Benefits (f)(1)(C)

      Health Insurance
          Employer paid portion not included in (f)(1)(C); 
      Imputed Income (f)(4)(A-B) 

Jury Special Interrogatory (c)(4)
   Overtime Pay 

          Variable Income, calculation of (f)(1)(D)
          Gross Income, included in (f)(1)(A)(v)
      Retirement or Pension Plan (VA, Railroad, Keoghs, IRAs)     (f)(1)(A)(vii)

Self-Employment Income (f)(1)(B); (f)(1)(A)(iii)
    Variable Income (f)(1)(D)
      Written finding required in order (c)(2)(C)     
Guardian
     Standing to enforce child support order (e)

Health Insurance
     Adjustment to child support obligation (h)(2); (b)(6)
     Credit for actual payment when calculating Presumptive amount of Child Support (b)(7)
     Defined (a)(13)
     Employer paid portion
          Not included in:
               Cost of premium (h)(2)(A)(i)
               Gross income (Fringe Benefits) (f)(1)(C); 
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Health Insurance  (cont.)
     Finding regarding reasonable availability required in order  (c)(2)(D)
     Medicaid or PeachCare does not satisfy requirement for (h)(2)(B)(iii) 
     Multiple persons covered by; premium prorated (h)(2)(B)(ii)
     Premium prorated when multiple persons covered (h)(2)(B)(ii)
     Pro Rata division between parents (h)(2)(A)(i); (b)(6)
Health-Related Insurance (vision, dental)
     Deviation for (i)(2)(C)
Heating and Energy Assistance payments
     Excluded from Gross Income (f)(2)(B)(v)
High Income
     Defined (Parents’ Combined Adjusted Income exceeds $30,000/month) (i)(2)(A) 

Imputed Income 
     May be included in Gross (b)(1); (f)(4)(A)
     Minimum Wage used if no reliable evidence of income (f)(4)(A)
     Modification action (f)(4)(B)
     Rehearing available (f)(4)(C)
Insurance
     Deviation for
          Life (i)(2)(D)
          Vision or Dental (i)(2)(C) 
Interest
     Included in Gross Income (f)(1)(A)(viii)
Involuntary Loss of Income
     Exception to two year rule (k)(2)(C)
     Modification due to (j)(1)
     Phase in of New Child Support Award (j)(3)

Judgments, Personal Injury and Other Civil Actions 
     Gross Income, included in (f)(1)(A)(xvi) 
Jury Determinations 
     Deviations
          Alimony (i)(2)(G)
          Generally (c)(4); (i)(1)(B)
          Modification (k)(4)
          Parenting Time (i)(2)(K)(i)
     Gross Income
          Generally (c)(4)
          Modification (k)(4)
     Modification 
          Deviations (k)(4)
          Gross Income (k)(4)
     OCSS actions; not available (c)(6)
     Parenting Time Deviation (i)(2)(K)(i)
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Jury Determinations  (cont.)
     Special Interrogatory
          Alimony Deviation (i)(2)(G)
          Deviations (c)(4); (i)(1)(B)
          Gross Income (c)(4)
          Parenting Time Deviation (i)(2)(K)(i)         

Life Insurance
     Deviation for (i)(2)(D)
Lottery Winnings
     Gross Income, included in (f)(1)(A)(xix) 
Low Income
     Defined (at or below $1,850/month) (i)(2)(B)

Medicaid
     Does not satisfy requirement of health insurance (h)(2)(B)(iii)
Medical Expenses, Extraordinary
     Deviation for (i)(2)(J)(iii)
Minimal support/basic necessities
     Deviation cannot impair CP ability to provide (i)(1)(C)
     Self-support reserve for NCP cannot impair CP ability to provide (i)(2)(B)(i)
Minimum Child Support Order ($75.00 per month) (i)(2)(B)(ii)
Minimum Standard of Living for NCP (i)(2)(B)
Minimum Wage as imputed income (f)(4)(A)
Modification
     Attorney’s fees, costs and expenses (k)(5)
     Change of circumstances requirement (k)(4)
     Deviations
          Jury Determination of (k)(4)
          When deviations cease to exist (i)(3)
     Failure to produce evidence of income (f)(4)(B)
     Findings of Fact required in order 
          Basis for modification (K)(4)
          Date of initial order (f)(5)(B)(ii)  
     Gross Income, Jury Determination (k)(4)
     Involuntary Loss of Income (j)(1-3)
     Jury Determination

Deviations and Gross Income (k)(4)
     Phase in New Child Support Award
          Generally (k)(3)(A-B)
          Involuntary Loss of Income (j)(3)
     Substantial change of circumstances required (k)(1)
     Ten Percent per year increase upon failure to produce reliable evidence of income (f)(4)(B)
     Two Year limitation and exceptions (k)(2)
     Written findings required specifying basis for (k)(4)
Mortgage Costs
     Deviation for (i)(2)(H)
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Nature of Guidelines (d)
Noncustodial Parent
     Defined (a)(14)
Nonparent Custodian
     Defined (a)(15)
     Gross Income Excluded (f)(2)(C)
     Standing to enforce Child Support Order (e)
Nonspecific Deviations (i)(3)

Obligation Table (o)
Obligor not liable to 3  persons (c)(3)rd

Office of Child Support Services (OCSS) cases
     Jury Trial not available
     Parenting Time actions/claims; OCSS not a party (i)(2)(K)(iii)
     Uninsured Health Care Expenses; OCSS enforces only if expenses are reduced to judgment 

(h)(3)(B)(ii)
     Worksheets; court to rely on OCSS worksheet if parents do not submit worksheet (a)(25)
Ordinary and Reasonable expenses
     Deducted from Self-employment income (f)(1)(B)
     Defined (f)(1)(B)(i-ii)
     Exclusions from

Depreciation (f)(1)(B)(ii)          
Excessive expenses (f)(1)(B)(i)  

Overtime Pay
     Gross Income; Included in (f)(1)(A)(v)    
     Variable Income, calculation of (f)(1)(D)

Parent
     Defined (a)(16)
Parenting Time
     Action for parenting time is solely between parents, not 3  parties or OCSS (i)(2)(K)(iii)rd

     Deviation for (i)(2)(K)(i-ii)
     Findings required in order (c)(2)(F); (i)(2)(K)(i)
     OCSS not a party to action (i)(2)(K)(iii)
PeachCare for Kids
     Does not satisfy requirement of health insurance (h)(2)(B)(iii)
Permanency plan for child
     Deviation for (i)(2)(I)
Personal Injury Judgments
     Gross Income, included in (f)(1)(A)(xvi) 
Phase In of New Child Support Award
     Generally (k)(3)(A-B)
     Involuntary Loss of Income (j)(3)
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Preexisting Orders 
     Adjustment to Gross Income for (b)(2)(B); (f)(5)(B)
     Defined (a)(18); (f)(5)(B)(i)
     Documentation of payment required (f)(5)(B)(iii)
     Priority for (f)(5)(B)(ii)
     Schedule B (f)(5)(B)
Presumptive Amount of Child Support
     Best interest of Child Standard may increase (c)(1) 
     Calculation of (b)(7)
     Defined (a)(19)
     Deviations, effect upon (b)(8)
     Health Insurance; effect upon ((b)(7)
     Work Related Child Care Costs; effect upon (b)(7) 
Priority
     Adjustments to Gross Income (f)(5)(D)
     Preexisting Orders (f)(5)(B)(ii)
Prizes
     Gross Income, included in (f)(1)(A)(xviii) 
Pro Rata Share of Basic Child Support Obligation
     Increased by costs of Health Insurance and Work Related Child Care (b)(6); (h)(1)(F); 

and (h)(2)(A)(i) 
Process of calculating child support (b)
Public Assistance
     Excluded from Gross Income (f)(2)(A)

Qualified Child or Children
     Adjustment to Gross Income for (f)(5)(C)
     Defined (a)(20)

Rebuttable Presumption (c)(1)
     Nature of Guidelines and Court Discretion (d) 
Rehearing Available if Income is Imputed (f)(4)(C)
Retirement Benefits (Social Security) 
     Gross Income, included in (f)(1)(A)(xiii)
Retirement or pension plan (VA, Railroad, Keoghs, IRAs)
     Employer paid portions not included in fringe benefits  (f)(1)(C)
     Gross income; included in (f)(1)(A)(vii)
Review of Agreements by Court  (c)(5)

Schedule A—Gross Income (b)(1)
Schedule B—Adjusted Income (b)(2)
     Preexisting Orders (f)(5)(B)
     Theoretical Orders (f)(5)(C)
Schedule D—Adjusted Expense (b)(6)
     Health Insurance premiums divided pro rata (h)(2)(A)(iii); and (h)(2)(B)(ii) 
Schedule E—Deviations (b)(8)
     Attachment to Final Child Support Order (m)(1)
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Schedules
     Each party submits to Court (c)(3);(m)(1)
Self-employment and Medicare Taxes
     Adjustment to Gross Income for (f)(5)(A); (b)(2)(A)
Self-employment Income
     Adjustment to Gross Income for taxes (f)(5)(A);(b)(2)(A)
     Defined (f)(1)(B)
     Gross Income, included in (f)(1)(A)(iii)
     Ordinary and Reasonable Expenses deducted (f)(1)(B)
     Taxes on; adjustment to Gross Income (f)(5)(A); (b)(2)(A)
Self-Support Reserve Deviation (i)(2)(B)(i-v)
     Cannot impair ability of CP to provide minimal support/basic necessities (i)(2)(B)(i) and (iii) 
     Custodial Parent is low income person (i)(2)(B)(iii)
          Calculation of (i)(2)(B)(iii)
     Noncustodial Parent is low income person (i)(2)(B)(i)
          Calculation of (i)(2)(B)(ii)
          Deviation not appropriate for NCP due to CP calculation (i)(2)(B)(iii)   
     Written finding required in order (i)(2)(B)(v)
Severance pay
     Gross Income, included in (f)(1)(A)(vi) 
Social Security Benefits
     Calculating child support when benefits paid (f)(3)(A-D) 
     Disability or Retirement benefits 
          Gross Income, included in (f)(1)(A)(xiii)
     Disabled Adult children section 402(d); excluded from gross income (f)(2)(B)(iv) 
     Finding of Fact required (f)(3)(E)
     Title II benefits
          Amount paid above child support order shall not decrease final child support order or 

reduce arrears (f)(3)(D)
          Counted as child support and credited (f)(3)(A)
Special Child Rearing Expenses (i)(2)(J)(ii)
Special Interrogatory by Jury
     Alimony Deviation (i)(2)(G)
     Deviations (c)(4)
          Alimony (i)(2)(G)
          Parenting Time (i)(2)(K)(i)
          Self-support reserve (i)(2)(B)(v)
     Gross Income (c)(4)
     Parenting Time Deviation (i)(2)(K)(i)
     Self-support reserve deviation (i)(2)(B)(v)
Specifics of payment required (c)(2)(B)
Split-Parenting Cases
     Defined (a)(21)
     Separate calculation/worksheet required for each parent  (b)(11); (l)
     Worksheets (l)
Standing to enforce child support order (e)
Substantial Change in Circumstances
     Modification; required for (k)(1)
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Substantial Hardship to Parent
     Circumstance in support of adjustment to gross income for qualified child (f)(5)(C)
Sum certain amount required in order (c)(2)(A)
Supplemental Security Income (SSI)
     Exclusion from Gross Income (f)(2)(B)(iii)

TANF
     Exclusion from Gross Income (f)(2)(B)(i)
Taxes
     Self-Employment and Medicare 
          Adjustment to Gross Income (f)(5)(A); (b)(2)(A) 
Temporary Child Support Orders
     Applicability of guidelines to (c)(1)
Theoretical Child Support Orders (f)(5)(C)
     Adjustment to Gross Income for (b)(2)(C); (f)(5)(C)
     Best interest of child standard (f)(5)(C)
     Defined (a)(22)
     Discretionary with court (f)(5)(C)
     Schedule B (f)(5)(C)
     Substantial hardship to Parent consideration (f)(5)(C)
Travel Expenses
     Deviation for
          Special Child Rearing expenses (i)(2)(J)(ii)
          Visitation related (i)(2)(F)
Trust Income
     Included in Gross Income (f)(1)(A)(x) 
Two-Year Limitation for Modification (k)(2)
     Exceptions to (k)(2)(A-C)

Unemployment and Underemployment 
     Armed services member not subject to determination of (f)(4)(D)(vi)(IV)
     Generally (f)(4)(D)
Unemployment Insurance
     Gross Income, included in (f)(1)(A)(xv) 
Uninsured Health Care Expenses
     Adjustment to child support obligation (h)(3)
     Defined (a)(23)
     Enforcement of
          Generally (h)(3)(B)
          OCSS only enforces if reduced to judgment (h)(3)(B)(ii)
     Finding Required in Order (c)(2)(G)
     Not used to calculate Child Support Amount (h)(3)(A)
     OCSS enforcement only if reduced to judgment (h)(3)(B)(ii)
     Pro Rata Share on Child Support Worksheet (b)(10)
     Provision in Final Order (h)(3)(A)
     Responsibility of both parents (h)(3)(A) 



13

Variable Housing Allowance (f)(1)(C) 
Variable Income
     Calculation of (f)(1)(D)
Vision Insurance
     Deviation for (i)(2)(C )
Visitation
     Failure to Exercise
          Attorney’s fees, costs, expenses in modification for (k)(5)
          Exception to Two-Year Rule in Modifications (k)(2)(A)
          Modification due to (k)(2)(A-B)
     Greater amount exercised than provided in order;
          Exception to Two-Year Rule in Modifications (k)(2)(B)

Work Related Child Care Costs
     Adjustment to child support obligation (h)(1); (b)(6)
     Credit for actual payment when calculating Presumptive Amount of Child Support (b)(7)
     Defined (a)(24)
     Pro Rata division between parents (h)(1)(F)
Workers Compensation
     Gross Income, included in (f)(1)(A)(xiv) 
Worksheet
     Attachment to Final Child Support Order (m)(1)
     Credit for Preexisting Orders (f)(5)(B)(iv)
     Defined (a)(25)
     Each party submits to Court (c)(3);(m)(1)
     Final Child Support Amount on (b)(9)
     Jury Verdict on (c)(4)
     OCSS cases (a)(25)
     Schedule info on (b)(9)
     Split Parenting (l)
     Uninsured Health Care Expenses (b)(10)
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